The contraction of the uterus had ceased, and the uterus, with the enclosed head, had receded into the cavity of the abdomen.
Before proceeding, it was thought expedient to administer chloroform. Carefully inserting one blade of the instrument into the uterus, and then the other, I locked the blades, and proceeded to tighten the compressing screw. On withdrawing the instrument it enclosed the placenta, having slipped from its hold of the head. My friend then placed his hand on the uterus, and exerted sufficient pressure to throw the head more into the axis of the pelvis, and at the same time seized hold of the lower jaw to steady the head. Once more the blades of the instrument were inserted, locked, and the screw tightened. On this trial the head was firmly caught over the ears, and without any difficulty crashed and withdrawn from the uterus.
The antero-posterior diameter of the pelvis was much contracted, scarcely admitting four fingers. I learned that the woman had previously been delivered of a small premature Fig. 1 . Fig. 1 . Fig. 2 . Fig. 2 .
